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CHAPTER I

INTRO= TION

This study was undertaken to answer these and other qu tions:

1. What do parents perceive to be the values and outcomes of
a several day resident outdoor education program?;

2. What are their attitudes regarding who should bear the
relating to the resident program?;

3. Should the program be continued as a part of the educational
effort?; and

14, What suggesticns do parents have to make for improving the
program?

Answers to these questions were ccnsidered important to decision

makers responsible for planning and administering school districts

educational efforts. If the parents of the pupils who have participated

in a resident program perceive the experience to be of little value,

serious questicns must be raised regarding the continuation and support

Xpe Ga

of the program. On the other hand, if parents indica

experience had educational value and want the -program continued or ex-

panded, this too should be taken into consideration.

The writers did not seek to deteirmine the validity and reliability

of tha parent perceptions, ciPinions' and'attitUdes. They assumed only

that' parents do heve attitUdes -and_ oPinionif abett the "resident program_
in Which, th-eir child ,:particiPated;Y:andl that these:Parental,,opinions _and

attitudes are-: itipoSant An,°:dettari4ning_if 'a, rogram- is:
_

61113Port-or_iffit,is-=to_:_rece_,
reiriain:static -or_-fade:awa

-

cave public
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The pupils of the parents surveyed in this study had participated

in one of two resident outdoor education programs in northern I/linois:

the Rockford Outdoor School, located in Atmcci Park, New Milford,

Illinois, and Lorado Taft Field Gartis of Northern Illinois University,

Oregon, Illinois. The Rockford Outdoor School provided a meek of reel-

dent outdoor education for some of the children enrolled In the elementary

schools in Rockford and other schools in northern Illinois and has a profes-

sional teaching staff. The Lorado Taft Field Campus served as a laboratory

for an outdoor student teaching experience for undergraduate elementary

education students of Northern Illinois University. Thus, the teaching

of pupils was the responsibility of senior level college students.

OTHER STUDIES

A survey of the pertinent literature reveals that persons res-

ponsible for administering resident outdoor education programs have long

recognized the importance of the parent perceptians and attitudes of their

Pmgramg.
hem have USe d qUestionnaires, op

terviews to acquire such information-. Parental responses have beenicon-

sidered especially. importantiin the-evaluation of adtdoor educatiOn-programs

supported by_state_and federal-fUnds:1'

In general, parente' have indieated-a- high level of- en husiasm and

support for.resident outdoor educatiOn pregrams; bnt in-- a few'instances
=

----1Maidolatf-'13-: ,SMan ,--+-. "Eialuati on-i it_ -Continu'etionGraht =1:pplid ation
, ..

=.--foil-.7171,gis tile t_-1252=.2.11:0Ams.--Detica-opment --of-s7Land-Jiabbratories-f=for,-Con-,_=-
;_.--svVeaiom, and ',Ontdoor'-:-Edlic ation.:_ ,==, orthingtm ,-,-: 0 hiq t W tori,- Eboargrte4

- Wiiiiiirtechcipi_Pie:brio-b-i., 1910,:-, p Cr
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parental responses have indicated that programs wore in trouble and not

accompliehing their stated aims. In 1957, Bell reviewed parental res-

ponses te items on a quesitennaire administered by several California

school districts
2 They found that 95 te 97 percent of the parents wanted

their children to attend "school camp" again because they felt it was a

worthwhile educational exp rience. Bell also reviewed a study made by

the Los Angeles schools in which parents were asked to indicate what the

children learned at camp. Parents perceived knowledge, skills and ap-

preciation of the outdoors to be the most important outcome, and a better

und rstanding of group living to be the next most important

In 1971, Ziemer randomly sampled the parents of the children who

participated in the resident outdoor education program of Crystal Lake,

Illinois, using a questionnaire. He reported that more than eighty per-

cent of the parents endorsed a reside-A experience for every child in the

district expeoially if it would be similar to

children More than 75 percent of the parents who responded to the

questionnaire indicated that the program provided children with

opportunities for the development of responsibility, b experiences to

improve, self-image and self-concept, and (a) opportunities for enhancing

the c hild s relationship within:the class structure. ,

-,2Howard, N. Bell: and, Ethel-,..Tobin,f,,"Dp:_Parent-S"-and -.Teachers _

Outdaci; abicatien?-_"-_CAlifornia--Jourrial:-of-_EleMentary,..,Education,-126:102-a073-
_ Novenb er, . 1957. .Repriiited:Iri:Hatminermen_ -A :Bammermank-A- Book -of Rea -s

-Ontdoor- Eiudation--- (Minneapolis t" Burgess -_ Publishing- Coo 0 1935)1377-5687
-T-.- _

_
imeograplied

orbert ;Ziemer _."Parerit inionta4_re = Respens es to -1971 Crystal_
_Lake: '7.1ReSid out -Pragram At= CaMp
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Swan, in 1969, and again in 1970, considered parental reaction to

be an evaluative component in his study of the Worthington, Westerville,

Granville, Ohio Outdoor Education Program (Tri-District Outdoor Education).

Using a questionnaire, he acquired responses from approximately two hundred

parents each of the two years. Both sets of replies indicated parental

support of the program. In 1969 and. in 1970 respectively, eighty-six nd

ninety percent of his respondents gave the program an excellent or a very

good rating. In each instance parents strongly endorsed such experiences

for all children in their schools In each of the two years, only one otri

two pe:sons gave the program a "poo rating or refused to endorse such

experiences for all children.14

Zie r and Swan each compiled long lists of flcommentstt indicating

what their respondents considered to be important about their programs or

thought should be changed. They reported that only a few negative corn rnent

were r caived. The parents providing the negative cormnents did not appear

to question the value of the programs as much as they questioned whether

these kinds of programs were appropriate responsibilities of the school.

14Swan, 0 E-SO; Malcolm D. -Swan;:"Summary: Eialuationi"-
Burnmasy_Evaluation --for _ Tri-Dis tric t ,222- Es2r. ,,Reiy219Ement:-' of- Land _- --

Laboratories for dons ervatiorr- and _ Outdoor Education. WerthingTen
1-4-rithirigten Exempted 'Tillage 'School- -Distric t 1971, 13.--

5Ziemers- oti. cit.; 'Swan, op-.
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PFOGRAM INCLUDED IR THIS STUDY

The administrative and philosophical purposes of the

involved in this comparative study were significantly different

the modes of operation. Charaoterisitics

follows:
Rockford Cutdoer Sehool

1. Primary emphasis on "what
elementary pupil can learn
about:environmental and
outdoor education"

s were

of the two programs are as

Lorado Taft Field Campus

1. Primary emphasis on "what
pre-service elementary
teacher can learn about
teaching pupils in an out-
door environment - with no
special academic emphasis"

Instruction proviaed by
pre-service elementary
education majors with senior
status at Northern Illinois
University

Instruction provided by full-
time professional teachers
qualified to teach indoors
and outdoors

Teachers have considerab
knowledge about outdoor
phenomena

Teachers are skilled in
methodology of outdoor
teaahing

Teachers are experienced
in organig.ing pupils for
outdoor learning experiences

Teachers relate outdoor
experience to curriculum
materials
Ratio of teaoher" to:pupils
one to approximately-10

Most seniors have limited
knowledge about outdoor
phenomena

S eniors lack- skills in =

methodology of -outdoor:
teaching

-Seniors_ ars

ciriltdo6r1.6-aining Geencea

--_about the curriculum tme_er-,4,
ials e* the a 000lsj-

,
Role:- of -"class reoui

_-,bofore :Week !=at_--Aockfor
"OK:Olt! tor:,

"
! put-into,effect-

1



Rockford Outdoor School

9. Role of classroom teacher
while at Rockford Outdoor
School: may serve as an
instructor to part of class
during any given instructional
period; sleeps in the dormi-
tory with pupils; eats at
table with pupils and gives
instruction regarding dining
room procedures

10. Classroom teacher Is usually
knowledgeable about learning
experiences the children are
having because of direct
responsibility in the instru
tional program

Lorado Taft Field 2311..a1.13

9. Role of classroom teacher
during week at Taft Campus:
serves as a resource person
to the seniors in matters
relating to curriculum and
pupil behavior; men often
sleep in the dormitory with
boys; eat at table with
pupils but usually give no
instruction regarding dining
room procedures

10. Classroom teachers often
accompany instructional
teams during activity periode-
as "observers" but have
limited Imowledge about
"total kinds of experiences
each child is having during
the week"

11 Classroom teacher can capita-
lize on the week's experiences
back in the classroom because
of the close realtionship
between the on-going curricu-
lum and the curriculum at the
Outdoor School

12. Part-time professional staff
assumes responsibility for
evening recreational activi-
CI 03

.

U. Classroom teacher often un-
able to fully_eapitalize on
experieflce3- back in the
classroom becaus e there-may
not be a correlation be-
tween the two curriculums

_Seniors assume _responsibi-
lity for evening recreational
activities
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STUDY DESIGN

The initiators of the study, iieibers of the Lorado Taft Field Campus

Faculty, wanted to know (I) what parents perceive to be the important

outcomes of the resident outdoor education program (2) if the parents of

boys have the same perception of the program as do the parents of girls;

(3) in what ways, if any: the parents of children participating in the

Taft program, which emphasized teacher education, perceive the program

differently from the way parents of children participating in a public

school operated program perceive that program.

Consultation with the Principal, of the Department of Outdoor Education

(also Director of the Rockford Outdoor School) and the Assistant to the

Superintendent, Elementary, of Dis trict 205, Rockford Illinois,l revealed

they were also interested in obtaining information of this nature. The

Principal agre d to assist in the study by sending out opinionnaires

(See Figure 1,.) to the parents of apprcucimately 700 children who had par-

ticipated an his-program during the sprang-of 1971.

Each building principal of the schools participating in the Taft

program during the spring of 1971. agreed to send out opinionnaires to his

parents. Approximately 700 opinionnaires were distributed by_ these

principals
effert was made-to see-that eaCh parin



PARENTS' OPINIONNAIRE: RESIDENT OUTDOOR EDUCATION

Person completing this form: ) Father ( ) Mother ( ) Guardian

City in which living:

Sex of child: ( ) BoY ( ) Girl Grade Level:

Month in which child was at the Outdoor School:

) 4th ) 5th ( 6 h

No Basis
for

Judgment
1. The activities during the week at the outdoor school appealed to my child

largely because the emphasis was on outdoor activity rather than classroom
or indoor activity.

2. The experience heIped to improve my child's self confidence.

3. My child now appears to be better acquainted with his classroom
than he was before the experience.

4. My child's relationships_with his classmates appear to have been affected in a
positive manner as a result of the week.

5. I believe that I have an adequate understanding of the reason the school
provided my child with this experience.

6. My child has talked freely at home about his experiences of _that week. -_

7. I noticed a positive change in my child's manners following the week at the
oUtdobr school.

8. The classroom teachers and -my child now appear to have a batter undee-
-standing of each other that apparently resulted from the experience.--

9. The experience appears to have given- my= child a new apprecia ion and
_ understanding of his own family. =

_ 10. During the _Week my child :identified a_hobby_ or new_ interest,that heinaY
continue_to ursue in the future; If YES, name the hobby orinterest.-

-2_

11. This Wat fikt time away:fail:3n home 'and Parents-- (for `more-than--i- =

orie daY aridnight)., ,
_

chilthnow-appears to;be_ more concerned' 'faboutthelfeelingi pricisrfolti
àf other peop e -then before; =

-Mynchild-,s-knowledge:of !_lood'coriservationTOr_aCticeS-, _
inere.ased4S-a`i4sillf Ofthe-Niieek:

_

=geologwk
_

hWela§6d

e,experibnc9s, diring the .tqcssF;epi:A9ii,
his Use 'Of _the library -Iah research materials.

appears _o !. m6ee ativare)ofzt ezproblein
_olltitionLthan- eforehe,_wentztcl'ithe!,putdocir schdal

h6ve:



Deparrreent

NORTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY

OUTDOOR TEACHER EDUCATION

The Laredo Taft Field Campus OREGON, ILLINOIS 61061

Parents and Guardians of Children Who Have
Participated in the Resident Outdoor
Education Program

Dear Parents:

Area Code 815

Telephone 732.2111
732.2112

We want to learn what children gain from their four or
five day outdoor education experience in which they reside
away from home and at the outdoor school. Knowing this will
help us to provide more v3luable experiences for the children
who night be involved in the future.

Parents can provide us with some of this information if they
will let US know what they perceive to be the values of this
program and what they believe to be its strengths and weaknesses.

You can help us by completing the attached questiormaire as it
relates to your child's recent experience at the outdoor school
and returning it in the envelope that, i6 provided.

Several hundred parents are being asked to complete this question-
naire. The re/earns will be opened and tabulated so that all replies
will be anomyous and there will be no way to identify any pereon
with his responses.

Despite the large number of questionnaires being used, however,
each response counts and is important. Hence, your candid ob-
servations and comments will be greatly,appreciated.

2 --
---,Ontdd,Ce_r,TeaCher 'Education-



signed by the appropriate school official and a prepaid addressed return

envelope accompanied the opinionnaire. Parent signatures were not re-

quested and no follow-up was attempted.

IUM compu-_ r cards were punched for each of tbe returned opinionnalres

and were processed at the Northern Illinois University Computer Center.

standard statistical program was used:

1, To obtain number and percentage information about the responses

for each opinionnaire item, segregated by program and by sex

of the child;

To learn (using C ii squar ) if there was a si

A

ficant difference

in the way in which various gToups of parents responded to the

opinionnaire itens;

To learn which of the st ted outcomes parents perceived to be

t important.



CHAPTER 11

RESULTS OF THE STUDY

The parents of 566 of the children who had participated in either the

Rockford or Taft Campus resident programs completed and returned the

Parents 0nm r _e z Resident Outdoor Education *
Table shows a

number and percentage tabulation of their responses. Since respondents

frequently marked the "No Basis for Judgement" colum of the opinionnaire;

the sum of the "Yes" and "No" responses for each particular item usually

totals less than 06. In each case the percentage figure is based on the

total number of respondents who replied either affirmatively or negatively

to the item.
In Part I of the Opinionnaire, _axteen of the twenty-one items relate

to "program outcomes (i.e. 23 3 4, 7 8, 9, 10, 12 13, 14, 15, 16 17,

18, 19, and 20) Over seventy-five percent of the parents responding

checked the "Yes" column indicating that items 2, 4, 13, 14, le, 17, and

19 were achieved. Only on items 7, 10, 12, and 18 did fewer than fifty por-

=cent of the :parenta -reap:0nd anawerl "Yes. ":

Items 1, 5, 6, ,11, and 21, not reatdd: to program outcomes eived



vieLL

NUMBER AND PERCDITAGE TABUUTION OF PARENT RESPONSES 2
PARENTS" OPINIONNAIRE: RESIDENT OUTDOOR EDUCATION

ROCKFORD AND TAFT CAMPUS, SPRING 1971

a

ITEM Replying: YES

Ntunber

Replying:: NO

Percent* Number P rcent4'

TIT- activities during the week at the 514

outdoor school appealed to my child
largely because the emphasis was on
outdoor activity rather than olassro m

or indoor activity.

97.3 14 2.7

The experience helped to
child's self confidence

My child now appears to be better
acquainted with his classroom
teacher than he was before the
experience.

My child's relationships with his
classmates appear to have been
affected in a positive manner as
a result of the week.

I believe that Ihave an adequate
understanding of the reaSon- the
school provided my- child with this

experience._

My child has talked freely at home

about bis experiences of that week.

I noticed a positive change in my
-child'i'manhers'following 'the week
at-the Outdoor'-sAoor

:'-iciassrOom=7,teachers:-!an
fi

e- .urder
andln leac ot er, -a

erentl _vestilt

eppetiavaL

hild
ndeis

lationyan
..1,,,,,,,

4Own!y,famll

e9,-,Wee hIld brentiuran
, tc

bbYWOP:irfiew-i teres e that-Ph

ntlnue-,A64 ursuellre -EVA

2 1

498

514

78.0

93.6

161 44.2

82 22.0

34 6.4

6.2



ITEM

Number Percent* Number Percely&

- This was my child's first time away 198 36.3 347 53.7

from heme and:parents (for more than

.one day and night,)

My Child tow appears to be more con- 171

eerped "about the feelings and rights

of other people" than'befere.

My child's knowledge of good con-
servation practices" app ars to have

been increased as a result of the

week.

80.4

. My child's knowledge of glacial 376 83.6

geology, fossils, and geologic
time seems to have been increased.

202 54.2

87 19.6

). The experiences during the week seem 191

to have helped my child to improve
his use of the library and research
materials.

My child now appears to be more
aware of the problems of air and
water pollution than before he went
to the outdoor school.

7. The week at the outdoor school se ms

to have increased my child's interest

and knowledge in science.

The week appears to have increa

my child's interest and knowle

in mathematics; -

S70

128

-81.2 89 18.8

-2 6_ 66.7

childappëarsto'Ilave,en)

=,weather''-ai-

-eriences.A
;-.-APiPle

aVd =z,a--_-_--_ _

-attitude owar

&rtivwa
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TebTeLI

Please respond to the following items using the rating scale provided. This

scale affords you the opportunity to indicate the degree to which you react to

each item.

1. To what extent was your
child prepared by his
teacher for his week of
resident outdoor education?

Based on your child's comments
how would you rate the diP-,
cipline at the outdoer school?

To what extent would you
endorse orrecommend A reS1-
derrtexPerience like this at _efini
an outdoor school for all Child-
ren at some time while in school?

Number:372:_96:-_57.:
VERY WELL' IPercentwfa.: 1 R

Ex- Number:
cellent

Per

To what extent did your child
leok forward to going to the
outdoor school?

: 14:
NOT AT ALL

3

339:135; 58: 9 : 0 :

ent*61 : 24: 11:

Numbe
ely:
Per nt*85 : 4 :---

Number:45 :42 : 32: 9 :13 :

Very Didn't want
Excitedly to go

Per nt*83 : 8 : 5 : 2

What rating would you give
o the total resident out-

door program?

In your opinion, should the
program be continued:

NUmber: 407:100: 42: 3
Excellent Poor

Percent* 73 18: 8 : 1 : 1 :-
7. Check the appropriate spaces

to indicate who you believe
should bear the expenses re-_
lated to the resident outdoor
program. Food

LoUgiag
2D'i4Pher*

-=Supplies-
TranspOrta-

_

1441A!'S
enc1 in

Number: 494: 28: 20: 6 :.6---
Definitely Yes Definitely No

Percent* 89 : 5 : 4 : 1 : 1 :

SCHOOL

No. Percent

1Oo ,19.1

,

PARENT

No. Percent

423 80.9
358 69.2
41
178

*a-
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Approximately ninety-faur percent of the parents indleated their

child talked "freely" at home about his experience of the week of resident

outdoor education.

4. About six out of every ten children had beeri aToTt7ty from home and

parents for more than a day and nightprior to the week of resident outd(

education.

S. Nearly eighty percent of the parents responding:indicated their-_

child did not perceive the week to be "merely fun. Thus- mnst children

according to their parents, perceived themselves at school

In response

in a different

to Item Part II of the Opinionnaire, eighty-seven

percent of the paretns indicated their child was adequately prepared fo

his week of resident outdoor education and ninety-one percent of them

indicated their chillwas "quite excited" about going to the outdoor school.

Three items dealt with whether or not parents would endors e or supportl

this kind of a program. In each instance, more than ninety pencant of the

parents answered in the affirmative as follows: "definitely recommsnd a

resident experience like this at an outdoor school for all children at

-some-times!! "excellent--ratiniwas-given:-to-lthe,39ter-reeidentloutdder4ro-,
_ , _ _

-,:prograin_Tahditid=be

_parenta -reacted negatiVel

=
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supplies and lodging. About sixty-six percent of the parents thought

that lodging should be paid by parents, and the school should assume re-

sponsibility for the supplies. There was nearly an even split in opinion

as to who should pay for transportation to the resident center.

Rockford Parents Perceptions

One half ( 84) of the 566 persons who responded were parents of

children attending Rockford's Outdoor School.

plies is shown in Table II.
All but a few of these respondents

appealed to their children because of the outdoor emphasis, (2) they be-

lieved they understood why the program -was provided, and (3) their children

talked freely of their experiences. Over 50 percent of them sold they

thought (1) the experience helped their child's self confidence, (2) peer

relationships had been improved, (3) 1mowledge of good conservation prac-

tices had been improved, at) knowledge of geology had been increased,

(5) awareness of pollution problems had-increased, (6) interest in science
_

had increased, (7) weather study was enjoYed- and 'profitable, and, (8) atti-
_,_ ,emaining '50 -percent'

,-of!--the i'reepeiideritsie judge-Men marked t
_

opinionnaire accordinglY's
Z1

4,Rockfor&-parents:fre_ortedtt

though-:responses
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TABLE II

NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE TABULATION OF PARENT: RESPONSES

PARENTS'OPINIONNAIRE: RESIDENT OUTDOOR EDUCATION
ROCKFORD, SPRING 1971

ITEM Replying: YES Replying: NO
. _

Number Percent Number Percent

The activities during the week at the 252

outdoor school appealed to my child
largely because the emphasis was on
outdoor activity rather than class-
room or indoor activity

The experience helped to improve my 163

child's -elf confidence.

My child now-appears to be better ac- 1 1.

quainted with his classroom teacher
than he was before the experience.

4. My child's relationships with his 151

classmates appear to have been
affected in a positive manner as a
result of the _week.

5. I believe that I have an adequate
understanding of the reason the
school provided my:child with
this experience

254

6. My child has talked freely a home 268

about his experiences of that week.
_

7. I noticed a positive change in my
child's manners following the week
at the outdoor'school.

The- -clasaiirdiom'-,teachers-aild_ _
my

_
child

_,.:_incy-lappear-tonhavea,:better,,under7,:

-L-standitg_-_-qf'eaCh;other=that=4Priarettly
_sultedi,--fromithe:_experieace.-

94_

96.9 1

82.3 17.7

5 4 614 34.6

78.6 41 21. 4_

94.4 15 5.

writ eves at4h
PA:

ipursue
be hObby: omintares

atlWas ;s'Ilfirst4t awa

-,a1Ortiettall -ellts 'f9.4411-12,11.9.,e4han

oan



ITEM

1
Table II continued

Replying: No

Number Percent
Replying:Yes

Number Percent

12. My child now appears to be more
concerned aboUt"the feelings'and
rights of other people" than

my child's knowledge of "good con-
servation practices appears to hav
been increased as a result of the
week.

75 43.4 98 56.6

14. My child's knowledge of glacial 201
geology, fossils,and geologic time
seems to have increased.

15. The experiences_during the week 80 47.6

Seem to haVe helpedjnychildto
improve hia-useof the library and--
research materials.

My child now,appears to be more
aware of the'problems_ofair and
water Pollutionthan. beforeheL-,
went to the outdder:sehOol.-

184

17.- The week at the_outdoor school seems 193
_- to have_increased_my_dhild's interest_

and knowledge in science.
_

18.-- The week ,appears to have increased
my Phiid's interest and-knowledger
in mathematics.-

6-- ;

. 0

88 52.4

49 21.0

37 16.1

19.: MY child appears to.-have_enjOYed and 222
__- profited from his study__ offthe
weather at ithe=_outdoor -schOol=.

4

20. The- expe.ristices the-CdtdoOii- choo1139
_

appear-to:-half& affected my child's
attitude '-taward -self-661= iti a _Positive

_

hekoutdolorTfschoolilappears

'1what extent 7w,
s teach

3_0Vitel:._ of resideiit A

lidd'
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Table II Continued

2. Based on your child's comments,
bow would you rate the discipline
at the outdoor school?

To what extent would you endorse
pr recommend a resident experi-
ence like this at An outdoor
school for all children at some
time while it Sehool?

To what extent did your-child
look forward,to going to the
outdoor school?

What rating would you give to
the total resident outdoor pro-
gram?

In:your Opinion, should the
_

program beeontinued?

Number: 179: 63-
Excellent

Percent: 65 .

Number:232: 33:

23: 4 : 6 :

Poor
8 1 : 2 :

11: 1 :2 :

Definitely Not at All
Percent: 83 12: 4 :-- :1

Number:217 . 21: 20:8 : 11:

Very Excitedly Didn't want to Go
Percent: 78 : 8 : 7 : 3

Number 200: 51: 24: 2:

Excellent
_

Percent :72 : 18 1 8_ : 1 :

Number: 23 14 16: 4

4 :

:

Poor
:

:4

Definitely Yes definitely No
Percent: 6 : J. : 1 :

Check the apPropriate spaces to SCHOOL PARZHI
indicate who ,you believe should
bear the-expenses related to'the
residentoutdoor educaton program.

Number PerPent

Food 53 20.2
Lodging 95 36.5
Teachers 244 92.1
Supplies 187 70.6
Transporta-
tion - 140 57.6

Pupil's--
. spending

Number Percent

210 79.8
167 63.5
21 7.9
78 29.4

103- 42.4

260 100__-

ercentagesare based-upon-,the,pumber:-of persons-reSPonding Yes Or NO-
6-ther=perticular:_iteM, =

_
, _
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not want to go or were "on the fence."
Only about 10 percent of the Rockford pazents thought the discipline

to be "poor or rated the entire program "poor." Two hundred thirty-eight of

of the respondents said "Definitely Yes ' to the question, "Should the pro-

gram be continued?" Only four persons aid "Definitely Not."

pers ons checked the neutrnl columns

There seemed to be little disagreement among Rockford parents as to

who should cover the costs of the program. Ninety-two percent said that

the school should pay for the teachers. Nearly two-thirds thought the

parents should pay the pupils' costs for food and lodging, and that the

hool should also pay for supplies. All but one of the respondents

thought the parents should provide spending money for the children.

A few other

Taft Parents

Two hundred eighty-two of the respondents were pats- of children
- _

who had participated in the Taft Oampns resident outdoor education program

They were mostly from surburben conmuinities- surrounding Chicago k- tabula.!

tion of their :replies- is - she-NU-in Table 'an
_

In general, -the comments relating tothe responses of Rockford

parents :ere -applieable to the responses: of -the ,T6:ft parents,: for __the _items

in Vert:- / :of the--; Opinionne

orie=7_half-- of -2_the

Oeptiona'
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TABLE III

NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE TABULATION OF PAREN1 RESPONSES,

PARENT'S OPINIONNAIRE: RESIDENT OUTDOOR EDUCATION
TAFT CAMPUS, SPRING 1971

ITEM

The activities during tbe weekat the
Outdoor schoplappealed:to-ty child
largelybecause the emphaSia'.was on
outdeor-activity rather, than class7
room or indoer,:actiyity.

JIIVITbliz: _YES l'4,1?).Y.471g=_. /IQ

Number _Percent* Number Per -nt

The experience helped to improve
my child's self confidence.

My child now appears to be better
acquainted with his classroom
teacher than he was before the
experience.

My child's relationships with his
classmates appear to have been
affected in a positive manner as
a result of the week.

5. I believe that I have an adequate
understanding of the reason the
school provided my child with
this experience.

48.1 97

140

244

77.3

92.8

41

19 _

12.8

53.9

22.7

6. My child has talked freely at home
about his experiences of that welak.

I noticed a positive:change in my 75

ehild's_manneF:s:foilOWing'the w-eek
at the outdoorscrii061-: -

246

8. The:ClaSsroom-teaChe-i,sandMy-
_ ebild,noW4Ppear:_tohaVe,a.,,,better-
:-UnderstandinkifeaCW:other;-_-,-

-:4*at_.entl3 rosu1tedjpomt_

JC.#04e144-
_

6.-_7lekPA*71,0-.4PZAPR,01

is;a4,71dUnderStanding,-,,,OkbF.

90.8 25'

4.4 143

9.2

65.6
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Table III continued

ITEM REPLYING: YES
Number Pero

REPLYING: NO

12. My child now appears to be more
concerned "about the feelings and
rights of other people" than before.

My child's knowledge of "good con-
servation practices" appears to have
been increased as a result of the
week.

104 52.0

My child's knowledge of glacial
geology, fossils, and geologic
t ime seems to have been increased.

. The experiences during the week
seem to have helped my child to_
improve his use of the library and
research materials.

16. My- child_now appears to be more
aware of the problems of air and
water pollution than before he
went to the :Outdoor _schoel.

The-week at the outdoor school seems 192
_ _ _

to haveincreased-my child's interest
-And:Rnowiedge- in -scienCe.:___

1

186

The week appears to have increased 62
my child's interest and knowlege
in mathematics.

19. Hy, child appears_ to haVe- erijeyed_ 203
arid profi.ted from: hid-, StUdy-,Of
the _weather at the_putdoor sChool._

_

The_ eXparieneed at--the ontdobr
Scheel_appeato,have,--affeeted=,

, _

n_ PositiVe: way--

77.8

78.7

83 22-. 2

30.2 143

, 84.7 37_

69.8

15,.3

-child,' Si' attitUde_,toWard --the week--;

--the,z,OtitdOor,:e-chdol-aiSpearC_tiOj:b
t hat it was -"Merely:ia ,Week,
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Table III Continued

2. Based on yOur child's comments,
how would you rate the discipline
at the outdoor school?

To what extent would you endorse
or recommend a residen texperience
like this at an outdoor school
for all children at some-time
while in school?

Number:160: 7 5: 4 :

Excellent --foor
Percent:* 58: 26: 13: 2

To what extent did you child look
forward to going to the outioor
school?

Number:239:
Definitely;

26:

Percent: 86 : 9

Number 241: 21:
Very Excitedly

Percent: 87 : 8 :

What rating would you give to the
total resident outdoor program?

In youropinion-, ShOuld the program
be continued?

7. Check the,appropriate spaces to
indicate who you believe should

Number: 207: 49:
Excellent

- -
Percent: 75: 18: 7

Number:256 : 14
Definitely Yes

Percent: 92 : 5 :

School
bear the expenses related to the -

resident outdoor education program. Number

Food _

Lodging_
Teachers
-SuPplieS_
_Transporta-

tion_

-Money

..
9.: 1 : 3 :

Not at all
3 :-- : 1 :

12: 1 :2
Didn't want 4-o

4 : 1 go

2 :1:

:

2 : 2 :

Definitely No
1 : 1 : 1 :

Parent

Percent Number

47 18.1
71 27
246 92.5
156 60.9

Dis

Percent

213 81.9
191 73
20 7.5

-100 39.1

103 41.5



Seventeen percent of the prrents of children participating in the'

Taft program questioned the "discipline procedures and techniques, but

the overwhelming majority were highly supportive of the program in its

entirety, Ninety-threo percent of them rated the program "excellent,"

and about ninety-five percent endorsed the program for all children.

About seventy-five percent of the parents thought that parents should

pay for food and lodging and provide snending money for the pupils, but

that the school should assume responsibility for paying the teacher's

expenses during the week. About sixty percent indicated the school should

pay for supplies and transportation.
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Ronkford versus Taft: A 22E2a&121 of E22221221

Chi-square was the statistical test applied to determine if what

appeared to be differences in the way in which Rockford parents responded

to specific opxnionnaire items as compared to the way in which Taft parents

responded were real or significant differences* The results of this analy-

sis are set forth in Table IV.

There was a difference at the 01 or greater level of confidence in

the way in which Rockford parents responded ae compared to the way Taft

parents responded on 7 of the 21 items of Part I of the opinionnaire. In

the case of each of the four items relating to program outcomeso the

difference wae in favor of the Rockford program* As to the other signifi-

cant differences (1)-a larger percentage-of Taft children than Rockford

children were away from home-forthe first time; (2) Rockford children-

talked more freelyabout the-experiences than Taft childieni. and-(3)

more-Taft than Rockford,parents-said their child:s attitude was-"merely

eek of ftn*"

TI_Of4he-ppinionnaire:,than;.on

rt I*-_-kgreater,Tercentagw, of Rockfor,arènts an-- __,-parents-,an

ated thpt_ther

no_Aifferen



26

TABLE IV

COMPARISON OF PARENT RESPONSES, ROCKFORD AND TAFT CAMPUS
SPRING, 1971; PARENTS' OPINIONNAIRE: RESIDENT OUTDOOR

EDUCATION; CHI-SQUARE TEST FOR SIGNIFICANCE

Di ection

The activities during the week at
the outdoor school appealed to my
child largely because the emphasis
was .on outdoor activity rather than
classroom or indoor activity.

The experience helped to improve
my child's self confidence.

My child now appears to be better
acquainted with his classroom
teacher than he was before the
experience.

4 My child's relationships with his
classmates appear to have been af-
fected in a positive manner as a
result of the week.

I believe that I have an adequate
understanding-of-the_reason_the
school provided my child with
this experience.

My child has talked freely at home
about his experiences of that week.

A higher percent
age of Rockford
parents replied:
YES

8.41 .01- A higher per-
-_-Cen:tage-of Rock-
-ford-parents-:-,

-

poSitVe_ohange--inmr.
Child s mannere follOWihg the '107de

e_i'iaSe-room-,-te-achersan
now :**06;-E;I:i65-,;b4V6artzbetterunder

anding0f?eaCh:rotherZthitaP7z-
ar01:00:q14Xted from r,4-the_.-12-eicpei!ienCe

e5,qxppiehcpliPears-a, to. have 'r given

my and.
understanding
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Table IV ntinued

ITEM

Sig.
Chi-Square Level Direction

11. This was my child's first time away
from home and parenta .(for mord
than one day and night).

12 My child now appears to be more
concerned "about the:feelings and
rights_of:other peOple" than before:.

My child's-knowledgeof "good con-:
servation praCtices":aPpears to
haVebeen intreased-_Asa'rresult
of;ihe week.-

AlY Child's knewledge:ofglapial 1

fossila and-geOlogic time
-,:seems to have been inereased.

6.95 .01 A higher percent-
age of Taft
parents replied:
YES.

15. The,ekpetiences_ during the week
seem-,:to have-helped my child to
imptove-his use of the library
and research materials.

18.__My:child now appears,to be_mote-
aware Of the Problems of air:and'
water pollution than before he_
went to the outdoor school.

17. The week at the outdoor school
rseems=to-hve'increased_liv-child'S
_interst and knowledgeiin_scienee-

- _

18. The week appears to have increased
my child's intereshand knowledge
in mathematics.

,

19 -My-,child--',aPpearal,to:have"-,enjoye_

weather-,-atz the :,,,,Outdoot

.05 A higher percent-
age of Rockford
parents replied:
YES.

.001 A higher percent
age of Rockford
parents replied:
YES.

-.05 A higher percent-
age of-Rockford
parents replied:
YES.
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Part II

Table IV -- continued

Please respond to the following items using
affords you the opportunity to indicate the

ITEM

1. To what extent was your child prepared
by his teacher for his week of resi-
dent outdoor education?
Very Well: : : :Not at all-

2. Based on your child's comments, how
would you rate the discipline at the
outdoor school?
Excellent: : : :Poor

the rating scale provided. This scale
degree to which you react to each item.

Sig.

Chi-square Level Direction

3. To what extent would you endorse or
recommend a::resident experience like
this at an oUtdectaischool_for'all
children at some time while in school?
Definitely:: : : : :Not at All,

.4 17,o,what,extent,did_yOurjehild.loOk_
forward to-going to the outdoor--

school?
Very Didn't Want

Go

, 5. What_rating wOuld-you,give-to the_
-tolarresident-program?-.'
Exollent:_ : :Poor

14.9 .001 Higher_Percentage_
of-Rockford par-
ents-indicated:
Didn't want to_go-

_-

6. In your opinion, should the pro- 8.61 .01 Higher percentage

gram be:continued? 1 of Taft parents

Definitely:- : : :Definitely ,
Indicated::

YES ,
x

'

;

_ _

7. Check .the appropriite spaces_ to,
_ indica 6-,_who-you- believe 'should:: _

,
:=TeacherS,T,
=

7, -

- 'indicated:PARENT
4

rt44 -4gEnt0u
--Uplan0741,0-tmons

igilionawnklar,



Tables V and VI contain tabulations of the responses of parents of

boys and of girls respectively to the opinionnaire items. Chi-square was

used to test for significance between any apparent differences in the way

in which these two groups responded to the various ite1133 (See Table VII.).

A slightly larger_number of opinionneires were received from-the

parents of girls (311) than frem the parents of boys (255)4,- On most 1

items, there appeared to be little differende in the way the two groups

perceived the program. However, there were several significant and striking

differences:
-

1 Parents of girls replied negatively:with-greater- frequency than
did the parents: of boys to the iteili: "The_ experience,:nelped,=to`
improve my _child vs self: confidende, "_ 66-

Another idifference-,-related--tothe4tem.: - "ItTYtchild!SActi6wletig6:±±,

increased." -(C6rifideii:66,Iletifeli-,-;070-71ftrthi4erCisitittigliti'',_ of_

girle _replied _-"No"- 6 this itéin--coiarod .= to r te-
boys..

9.119.3 eii -ipm-f-the
aecording;71;6,-,_06-;-pii-rents,
ude;towardi,schpolesemed,s_to20Ol)Gtanti

0 0

.4-aore
itild



ITEM

TAIgiE

NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE TABULATION OF PARENT RESPONSES
PARENTS' OPINIONNAIRE: RESIDENT OUTDOOR EDUCATION,

BOYS, ROCKFORD AND TAFT CAMPUS, SPRING, 1971

Replying: YES

Number

Replying _NO

Number Percent

The.activities during the week at 236

-the outdoor school appealed to my
child largely because the emphasis
was on outdoor activity rather
than classroom or indoor activity.

The experience helped to improve
my child's self confidence

My child now appears to be better
acquainted with his classroom teacher
than he was before the experience.

My child's relationships with his 127
classmates appear to have been
affected in a positive manner as a
result of the week.

97.9 5 2.1

belleve_that_I have an adequate-_ 231
Aulderstanding-_of_the reason =the',-
soheel priovided-my-Ichildwith-this -

experience.

6. My child has talked freely at home
about his experiences of that week.

I- noticed
child ' s- manners following , ihe _week
attheoutdoersehooi.-

-

The -classroom-_teachers -ari&-ray_-,641d
now :ap ear,::tof havea,be tter---mAer

--standing of each othet:I th*elfrell5pte-nt1

rèsiitd OM-7 heek-eriende-----=--

233

78.3 35 21.7

95.5 4.5



Table V -- continued

ITEM Replying: YES

Number Percent S

Replying:. NO

Number Percent *

11. This was my child's first time away 91
from home and parents (for more than
one day and night).

12. My child now appears to be more
concerned "about the feelings and
rights of other people" than before.

1 . My child's knowledge of "good con- 162

servation practices" appears to have.

been increased as a result of the week.

67

36.8 156

-90 57

2

14. My child's knowl dge of glacial
geology, fossils, and geologic
time seems to have been increased.

15 The experiences during the week seem
to have helped my child to improve
his use of the library and research
materials.

6. My cluld-now appears to be more
aware_ of the- problems of air and
water pollution than before-he went
_to the outdoor school.

17. Tbe week at the outdoor school seems
to have increased my child's interest
and knowledge- in science.

18. The week appears to have increased
my child's inter st and knowledge
in mathematics.

My child appears_ to-have enjoyed
and profited' fro,his studyof

-179

M
86.1

weather- at:_the outdoor _school.

20 The eitperiences:at:i-the_,_ outdoor ,

school%appear'to haVe-affected py
chlidl-s-atiitUdeOW6r:d school-in'
a positiVe -wa

21. y child'-ss''attitudet6Ward the - wee
at zthe;_out door schocli apPearst0- b-e
that it_ was :furi ;"

_

174

33 6.9

21 10.8

81 52.6 73

170 79 4 44

1 6 87.3 27

52 32.1 -_ 110

47.4

20.6

12 7

67.9

13.



Table V -- continued

Please respond to the following iteme u
affords you the opportunity to indicate

1. To what extent was your child
preparedby,his teacher for
hie Week of reeident Outdo-or
edutation?

2.- Based on your-childle commente,
how would yourate the diScipline
at the:outdoor school?

To_what extent would you endorse
or recommend a resident experience
like this at an outdoor school for
allchildren at some time while
irkechoOl?

To what extent did y ur child
look forward to going to the
outdoor school:

-What rating wodld you give
to the total resident outdoor
program

In your opini n, should the
program be continued?

7. Check the appropriate spaces
to indicate who you believe

:should bear-the-expenses_related--
-to-the resident Outdoor education

.

program.

Food
-Lodging
-TeaChers-,_
Supplies
:TranspOrtar

st:1-ending

,4190a-

sing the rating scale provided. This scale
the degree to which you react to each item.

Number: 156: 49: 27: 1 :

Very Well: :Not at All
Percent: 64 20 11 - 4

Number: 153: 63
Excellent:
Percent: -61: 2

Number: 214: 20; 14:
Definitely:
Percent: 86: 8; 6:

Number: 208: 6: 11:
Very Excitedly: . :Didn't

Percent: 84: 10: 4: 1: -=7:want to

Numhar: 183: 1:

Excellent: ..

Percent: 73: 20:

Number: 225:111.:
Definitely Yes:

. .

SCHOOL

No. Percent

50 21.5
82 35.0

223 92.9
150 64.7

:Poor
1:

: 1:

PARhNT

No.

go

finitel:
NO
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TABLE VL

NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE TABULATION OF PARENT RESPONSES
PARENTS' OPINIONNAIRE.: RESIDENT OUTDOOR EDUCATION

GIRLS, ROCKFORD AND TAFT CAMPUS, SPRING, 1971

ITEM Replying: YES Replying:

Number Percent* Number

96.9
: The activities during the week
at the outdoor school appealed
to my child largely because the
emphasiS was pn :outdoor activity
rather than classroom or indoor
activity.

The experience helped to improve 188

my child's self_tonfidence

my child now appears to be
better acquainted with his
classroom teacher than he was
before the experience.

My child's relationships with
his classmates appear to have
been affected in a-positive
manner as a result of the week.

believe that I have an adequate
understanding of the reason the
school provided my child with this

experience.

6. My child has talked freely at
home about his experiences of
that week_

NO

Percent

7. 'I noticed a positive_change in my
ohildls-MannerS following-the-week

_ _ _

the outdoor school:
. ,

The_classroom teachers-and_my_

- -better underste.noingofeaah-
other thatapparently,-resUite4,,
-fromthe_experienea.j:

The experienee aPpeare =-_]*re

rriven, my child a neW:appreCiation
and-understanding- of his own-

_ ,

281 92.4 23

34- . 5 163

7.6

During the week TN child identifie
new interest that he

-11a131711717111 io nursue in the f14-14:
-YES,-name-the hob-by-or-ipterest
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Table VI continued

ITEM Replying: YES Replying= NO

11. This was my child"s first time-i
aWay from home And parents (for
more than one day or night).

12. My child:now appears tO be more
concerned "about the feelings

-and rights of other people" than
:before.

13. My child's knowledge of "good con- 196
servation practices" appears to have
been increased as a result of the week.

14. My child s -.knowledge of glacial .
zeolegyfoSsilsi and geologic-:-

i-time_seems to have:been increased'.

15. ::The experiences dUring the-week
seeM tcOlaVe:_:halPed-my child
to iMprove hia use Of the library-.
and researchtmaterials.

-16. My child_new ap-oears to be more_ _

aware of_the-problems of air and
water pollution-than before he- went
to the outdoor school.

7 I-4 54 21.5

-17. The week at the outdoor school
-seems to have_ipereesed my_child's
:interest and knowledgelin scienee

,

18.1 The week-appeara_to have increased
my_child's intezest and:knowledge
in:mathematics.T,-

y child,-appearSito_have--enjOye&
and--:prelfited:rfrOM-hisstudy:-.,of--
he,Weather-dt-Ah-e--7-outdobraChool-:_

200

199

77.5

76.2

34.2

58 22.5

62 23.8

146 55.8

20. The exPerienoes at the,outdoor
school appear to'have-Affected*
my attitude toWar_
school -in a positive way.-

22. My child's attitude_toward,the_week
at:the-outdoor schdolappears to-be
_that it-was -"merely--a week- of fun."



Table VI continued

Please respond to the following items using
affords you the opportunity to indicate the

1- To what extont was your -child pre-
pared by hia teacher for his Neck
of resident outdoor education?

2. Based,on your child-s commenta
hOW:would you rate the discipline
at the outdoor School?

To what extent woUld-Iou'endorse
or recommend a resident experi-
ence like this at an outdoor
sehool for all thildren'.at some
time whilein school?:

To what extent did your child look
forward to going to the outd or
schocil?

Whatxating wouldyou give tothe
total resident outdoor program?

. In your opinion, should the
program be contInued?

the rating scale provided.
degree to which you react

This scale
to each item.

Number: 216: 47: 20: 5: .

Very Well: : : : Not at all

Percent 74: 16: 6: 2: 2:

Number: 18
Excellent:_ : - Poor
Percent: 24: 11: :

Number; 257: 39:

Definitely: :Not at:All

Percent: 84: 13: 2: -

Number: 2 0: 16: 21; 6: 12:

Very Excitedly: . : Didn'

Percent: : 5 7: 2: 4: want
to gc

Number:22/i: 49: 29: 2:

Excellent: : : Poor
Percent:73: 1 : 10: 1: 1:

Number: :WD: 14: 15: 4: 4:

Definitely YES: : : Defini-
Percent: 88: 5: 5: 1: 1: tely

NO

Check the appropriate spaces to.indicate
Who.youjpelieve-should:bear::the expenses
relatudAO the resident outdoor education
-program--; No.

SCHOOL- PARENT'

Percent_ Nc. Percent
_

70,
Food;

Lodging
'Teachers

SuPplies
Transportation
Pupil's-spending
Amne

85=

267,,

-_ 193

50_

1;_ 7

=66 ;

: 240-7-

_206".

137
276-

_ ,

,
*Note) .Pereen

tWpartiOlarxteto



TABLE OIL

COMPARISON OF PARENT RESPONSES: BOYS VERSUS GIRLS,

SPRING, 1971: PARENTS' OPINIONNAIRE: RESIDENT OUTDOOR
EDUCATION: CHI-SQUARE TEST FOR ^IGNIFICANCE

ITEM

.g.
Chi-Square Level Dir ction

1. The activities during the -week
at the outdoor school: appealed
tO my Schild largely 'because. the
emphasis was on outdoor: activity
rather than classroom er.:indoor
activity.

The experience helped to improv
child's self confidence.

13.12 .001 A higher percentage
of parents of boys
replied: YES

my child la-OP/ appears to be better
.acquainted-With-_his classrooM teacher
than::hewas before the experience,-

My child's relationshipa with his
classmates appear to have been
affected in a positive manner as _
a result of the week., _

5 I believe- that I have an-adequate
understanding of the _reason the
school provided my child with this

eXperience.

6. My child has talked freely at home
about his experiences of :that week.

I noticed a positive change in my
child's manners fellowing -the week
at the outdoor school._

8. The classroom teachers -and my child
now appear to have a_better under-
sfandink of 'eaeh" Othert that "F.-
parenfly, restate frOm the erience.

-

The experience; appearst-fo-Jiave -giv- en
my '61a14 anew apprec?_a_t_ion,.an
underStanding. of=-his4cwfami-

1- 0. Dungtheeek my chld ldintLfied

may ,-C-Ont4.1'14e-7itopursUein,the_4Utnrev
----dr7intereSt-.7
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Table VII -- continued

ITEM

11. This was my child's first time away
from home and parents (for more than
one day and night).

12. My child now appears to be more concerned
"about the feelings and rights of
other people" than before.

Chi-Squa
Sig.
Level Direction

13 . My child's knowledge of "good con-
servation practices" appears to have
been increased as a result of the week.

14. My child s knowledge of glacial
geology, fossils, and geologic
time seems to have been increased.

The experiences during the week
seem to have helped my child to
improve his use of thelibrary_and_
research-materials!

16. My-child now-appears_to be_more,
awareiof- the problems of Air-and
water Pollution than before he::
Went to the outdoor school.

8.06 .01 A higher percentage
of parents of boys
replied: YES

Theweek at the outdoor schools 9.43
seems_to-have increased my child's_
interest-and knowledge insäience.

18. The week appears to have increased
my child' 5 interest and knowledge
in mathematics.

19 My child- appearsto haVe-enjoyed:_- _ -.4.02'

-and profited from his study of - _

weather at'-the--outdoor, sehool .

The experience at the outgoor
,school,appeai,
_MY_Child's;attittide-fbWard-
achoCiftin-a4pOSitivewaY--.

ly ehild-la,"attit-Ude-io-W-ar:dithelwee
at the outdoor school 'appear-a- -Co
-be-that it was ""merelyia-week-o

.01 A higher percentage
of parents of boys
indicated: YES

05 .A hIght-,::preentage__
-- of_ pat.erits==of-girls

. 001 A higher percentage_
of parents-of girls
indicated: YES
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Table VII -- continued

Please respond to the following items using the rating scale provided. This scale

affords you the opportunity to indicate the degree towhieh you react to each item.
Sig,

Chi-Square JJevelITEM Direction

To_what extent Was your child
prepared-bylhis teacher fer hiS_Week
of resident oUtdoor education?
Very : :Not at -11

Based on your child's comments,.
how would you rate the discipline
at the outdoor school?

Excellent: Poor

To what extent would you endor
or recommend a resident experience
Iike this at an outdoor school for
all children at'some time while in
school?

Definitely: : Not at all

To what extent did your child 1
forward to going to the outdoor
school?

Very Excitedly:

k1 7.12

:Didn't-want
to go.

'-'14hat ratingwould*you give:tO the
total resident outdoor program?
Excellent: : : : : Poor

.01 A higher percentage
of parents of boys'
indiaated:' VERY
EXCITEDLY

In your opinion, should.the program
continue:

Definitely Yes; : : Definitely No

7. ,mieck the-,appropriate spacesto
indicate,whb yeal believe should --
bear the expenses related- tb-the
resident outdoor-education Program.

_Eood;:_

s-Lodgin

igher percentage
of_barents-of,girlS
1164.iiht-'16hobd-'

oulephy for'
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Rockford. Boys versus Taft Bove

Number and percentage tabulations of the

of boys attending Rockford and Taft campus are

enable readers to make comparisons between the

sponses of th parents

by the parents of boys. Generally, the differ

those discussed previously (Table IV.).

One hundred twenty replies were received from parents of

shown in Table VIII to

two programs as perceived

noes were similiar to

boys and 135 were received from parents of Taft boys. Significant dif-

greater) were noted on four items in Part I, on item

No. it of Part II, and in the case of two of the expense categories;

1. A significantly (.001) higher percentage of Taft parents than
Rockford parents said that their sons/ attitude was "merely a
week of fun."
Rockford boys were perceived by their parents to gain more in the
areas of geology, mathematics and in their attitude toward
school than Taft boys.
As to expenses for the program, a significantly higher percentage
of thez Rockford parents of boys.thought that the expenses for
lodging and supplies sheuld,be.borne by the school than of the
Taft parents of boys (.01 or greater). There seemed to be little
difference in the way in which they perceived the other expense
items.,
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these two groups of parents of girls perceived theiprograms:

le A signifioantly higher percentage of the Rockford respondents.,
se compared to Taft reapordentsi perceived their daughter to
he 1D,rtter acquainted with her claearoom teacher than before the
eNperience (.01 level of confidence).

2, More Rockford girla than Taft girla talkedfreely about their

expendences and had bet:,:ar relatiopships with their'teaCher as a

result of the experierce.

Rockford girls gained more (according to their parent ) from
their studies of geology and weather than Taft girls,

Only a few (seven) of the Rockford parents perceived their .

daughter& attitude toward the week as "merely a week of fun"
as contrasted to 23 of the Taft parente,

There seemed to be little difference in theway in which.the two
_

grows of parenta respond 1,to the iteta of Part TI In the opinionnsir

Ekceptions related to the ent.mt to which the child locked forward to

going (.01) and "Should the proffram be continued" (.0

rmnber of Rockferd parents c girls-were opposed to the continuation of

undecided than of the Taft parents of girla ( 05).

e, however, they represented pnly a small_percentage f-the respondents.

As to the oxpenses for tbe program_the parents-of- girls agreed

on all but the final two items,- Taft parents thought the school. should

pay for transportation add pupil spending money with greater frequency

than Rockford parents (0001).

_

OutcoMps of the Prociraml11. MEMNON Md. .,!ega-,

Although -variety_of outcomes are_ claimed-fer-resident_outdoer
_

the --emphasis in-:,many,prograns_ is on 'Improved, social :-_relation-

ships or on athi:a4oving children is ability to get along with their peers,



teachers, and family. Same writers have contend d that improved social

relationships are the major justification for the resident experiencesml

In other programs, less attention is given to social relatioships5

emphasis being placed an cognitive or attitudinal outcomes. In such

programs the focus is on eauironnental understandings and in developing

interests and attitudes about one s environment

Six items an the Parentsc 22inlamacm Residpnt Outdoor education

relate to social relationship outcomes mad eiglit items relate to cogni-

tire and attitudinal oatcomes, These items and the responses of the

parents are provided in Table.X,

Social s items. The. social relaU reship iLem receiving

the highest nuler of "Yes" responses was: "My child's relatiobsips

with his classmates appear to have been affected in w pobitive, ranner as

a result o.L the weck. More than half of the persoms responding to the

opini re said that they had not-ed a positive effect in this regard*

Only a small number (82 of the 560 respondents) said "Mo" to this item.

Oa the average, fifty-eight percent of the social relationship

items received a "Yes" response fram the Rockford parents who responded

to-the_items and-fiftyone_pereent-of the items received,a "Yes" response-I-

_-__4-Julien-W,Smith and-others,-Outdoorieducation.=_(Englewood-Cliffs:,
Prentice eall Ir. 1,r163,-pw Ili.I.;:HUghB-14atters-VelUes-ofiSChool":

;-Cappi3r4gYA_ ,l'oari-Li; ;
.3--_-1,1th,=P'--ical:Educationand Recreation;
+0



TABLgX

COMPARISON OF PARENT RESPONSES ON SOCIAL-RELATIONSHIPS-ITEMS
AND COGNITIVE OR ATTITUDIONAL ITEMS, PARENTS' OPINIONNAIRE.::
RESIDENT OUTDOOR EDUOATIONi ROCKFORDANIXTAFT;

SPRING, 1971

I. Social Relationship Items

My child now appears to be
better acquainted with his
classroom teacher then he
was before the experience.

My child's rsiatiOnshipswith 151 7 .6 41 21.4 140 77.3 41 22.7
his classmates appear to have
been affected in a positive
manner as a result of the week.

7. I noticed a positive change
in my child's manners following
the week at the outdoor_school.

8. The_classroom. teachers and my
ehild'lloW:.apPear to have a better
underetanding_of each',Otherthat
apparently-resulted from_the
experience.

94 41.4 133 58.

83 38.1 38

75 34.4 143 65.6

66 52.8 59 47.2

9. The experience appears to have 107 56. 9 81 43.1 106 -53 5 92 45.5
given my child a new appreciation
and tmderstanding of hi iiwn
family.

12. My child now appears to be= more
concerned "about the feelings
and-rights of other people"
than before.

75 43.4 9

TOTAL-

Mean

II. Cognitive or Attitudinal. ITEMS

-11
Trconservation.--;practice-0---:Appear__
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Table Y. tontinued

14. My child's knowledge of glacial
geology, fossils, and geologic
time seems to have been increased.

15. The experiences during the week seem
to have helped my child to improve
his use of the libLiary and research
materials.

36. My child now appears to more aware
of the probelms of air and water
pollution than before he went to the
outdoor school.

The week at the ontdoor school seems
to have increased my child's in-
te est and knowledge in science.

18. The week appears to have increased
my child's interest and knowledge
in mathematics.

19. My child appears to have enjoyed
and profited from his study of the
weather at the outdoor school.

20. the expereinces at the outdoor
school appear to have affected
my child's attitude toward school
n a positive way.

TOTAL:

Mean

ROCKFORD

No

No

'TAFT CAMPUS

Yes NoYes

No.

201 90.1 22 L9. 175 70.9 52 2901

80 #7.6 88 52.Lt 111 57.2 83 42.8

184 79 45 21.0 186 77.8 83 22.2

193 83.9 37 16.1 192 78.7 52 21.3

66 p6.9 113 63.1 62 30.2 143 69.8

222 04.1 14 5.9 203 84.7 37 15.3

139 70.2 59 9.R 117 56.5 90 43.5

1269 75.3418 24.8 122( 67.4 591 32.6

159 '52 153. 74

*Percenta.ges in this table based
only upon the total nutber respond-
ing either affirmatively or
negatively to the item.
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from the Taft parents. This "apparent differencl" did not hold up when

Chi-squere was applied to test for significance.

Cognitive or Attitudinal Items. More parents of Rockford children

replied "Yes" to the item dealing with "weather" than to any other of ti

items in this category. (See TableX.) Only a few of the respondents

replied "N " Other items that elicited a high nunber of "Yes" responses

from Rockford parents were related to conservation, geology, air and water

pollution, and knowledge and interest in science. Taft parents also gave

a high percentage of "Yes" responses to these same items. In both cases,

the item dealing with mathematics received the lowest number of "Yes"

sponses of all the items in this category.

Although the percentage of "Yes" responses was consistently low

from the Taft parents than fram the Rockford parents, there was one ex

ception. This was with respect to the item dealing with the use of the
p.

library and research materials.

Sown_u_7:12, The responding parents replied "Yes" to a substantially

and a significantly higher percentage of the cogeitive items than to the

social relationships items (Chi-square level of significance: .001)

On the average, 105 Rockford parents and 94 Taft parents replied affirmative

to each social relationships item; as compared to 159 and 153 respectively

for each of the cognitive items.

Rockford parents replied "Yes" to a significan:ly higher percentage

of the cognitive or attitudinal items than did Taft parents (Chi-square

level of significance: .001). Tnere was no significant difference in the

way n which Rockford parents responded to the social relationships items

as compared to the way the Taft parents responded to these same items.



A comparison of the "Yes" responses of Rockford parents with those

f Taft parents on the total of the item in the two categoriee (social

relationships and cognitive or attitudinal) reveals that the Rockford

parents respaadad affirmatively with greater frequency than did the parents

of the cbildxen attending Taft (Chie-square level of significance : .01).

Parents Comment_

Space was provided on the Parents 221nlennaire: Resident Outdoor

Educatioafee the parents to provide (1) additional comments dealing with

the outcomes of the resident experience and (2) En1 -tions ta improve the

programs. The comments and suggeetion that were received are listed in

Appendiced 4. aed B respectively.

Additional Oomments. The comment most often recei ed was "He enjoyed

the experience very much." Nearly all the comments that parents provided

are positive and indicative of a high degree of enthusiasm for the two

programs They relate to all outcome categories - social, affective and

cognitive.

Parents commenting negatively refer to budget deficits, use of school
time for sueh experiences, and the belief that they arG
time for such experiences, and the belief that they are really family

responsibilities

sjr2gasbions for jgnampent. The parents ma e a large number of sug-

gestions to improve the two resident programs (Appendix B.) Althou

than 40 parents wrote. nags great the way it is.", other suggestiors "flag"

wacnessea and areas of parental concern. These deal mostly with curricular

mwiters, use of pupil time d teacher interest in the children. Other sug-

gestions deal with facilitie planning, and scheduling. Several of the Taft

parents expressed concern, even disapproval, at the relationships that develop-

ed between their child and the university students with whom they worked.



CHAPTER III

CONCLUSIONS AND RECODATIONS

Tbis study was undertaken to:

1. determine what parents perceive to be the values and outcomes

of a resident outdoor education program;

2, ascertain whom parents think should assume financial respon-

sibility for selected aspects of the resident program;

30- learn whether or not parents endorse the continuation of the

resident program; and

4, provide parents an opportunity to make suggestions to improve

the program of resident outdoor education.

The return of 566 opinionnaires from 1,400 distributed loft something

to be desired, and a follow-up might have increased this number, However,

this number of returned opinionnaires was believed sufficient to provide a

reasonable indication of the parents' perceptions opinions and at±tudes

The data in this study seems to support the following conclusions

regarding differences between boys end girls as perceived by parents:

1. The resident outdoor education program enhanced the boys*

self.-confidence more than girls. .001 level of confidence)

Boys learned more about glacial geology, fossils and
geologic time than girls. ( 01 level of confidence)

3. Girls learned more about weather than boys (.01 level of
confidence), but boys' interest and knowledge of science was
increased to a greater degree than girls". (.05 level of

confidence)

4. The experience helped to improve the girls' attitude toward
school in a positive way more than boys. ( 001 level of
confidence)

5 Boys perceived the resident experience to be "morely a week
of tmn" more frequentLy than girls. (.01 level of confidence)

60 Nearly all pupils looked forward with keen anticipation to the
week of resident experience, but boys more so than girls.
(.01 level af confidence)
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The data also seems to support the following ge_-ral conclusions2

1. Boys and girls relationships with cl ssmates appear to have

been affected in a positive manner.

Both sexes looked forward to and'enjoyed the week because the
emphasis was on outdoor activity rather than classroom activity.

3. Responses did not support the belief that most pupils g t to
know their Classroom teacher better as a result of the experience.

4. Childrens' manners did not imp-ove as &result of the experience.

50 Parents did not perceive that children had developed a new clp.
preciation and understaading of their own family.

6. Only a few pupils identified a new hobby or interest which t
continued to pursue subsequent to the week's eAperience.

7. Less than one-half of the pupils appeared to be more concerned

about the "feelings and rights of other pople" as a reult of

the week.

8. Generally, the pupils increased their knowledge of "good con-
servation practices," and became more aware of problems of
air and water pollution.

9, Although a substantial number of the pupils improved their skills

in the 1.15(3 of library and research materials, a smaller nuMber
increased their interest and knowledge of mathematics

10. Parents knew why the school provided the resident progr
believed that teachers adequated prepared the pupils for
experience.

11, The parents were generally satisfied with the methods and
techniques of discipline used by teachers during the week.

and
he

12, Nearly all of the parents endorsed the resident program and in-
dicated that a cimilar experience should be provided all children.

13, Parents believe that lodging and food should be paid by parents,
and the school district should pay instructional costs. Spending
money for pupils is the responsibility of parents. Most parents
believe that the school should provide transportation to and from

the outdoor school,

Based on the data provided in this study the following recomnendations

appear to be appropriate:

1. Duplicate the study and increase the percentage of returns by
providing a fellow-up on unreturned opinionnaires.

62
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2. Duplicate the study, but ask pupils who participated in the

resident experience to react to an opinionnaire and correlate

the data.

3. Children who lack in self-confidence might benefit from a week

of residenb outdoor education sponsored by the school or other

agency and should be provided opportunities to participate in

such programs.

4. A week of resident outdoor education should be provided for

pupils with negative attitudes toward the school and teachers.

5. Teachers, administrators and outdoor school personnel should in-

crease their efforts to help pupils understand that the week of

resident outdoor education is "not merely a week of fun," but

an opportunitk to continue onets education in a different environment

6. Teachers, administrators and outdoor school personnel need to re-

cognize more fully parental_concern about the achlevement of cog-

nitive goals as well as of apaial_goals

Since pupils enjoyed the week because of emphasis on outdbor

activity, teachers and administrators might revise their approaches

to the teaching-learning process so as to include more outdoor

and field activity.

If an objective of the week is for teachers and pupils to "get

to know each other better," than it should be "programmed to

occur rather than to assume that it will naturally happen."

9. If these data are vPlid and reliable and that ninety-fiTim

percent of the parents do, in fact, endorse aad support the

program and believe that all children should be provided a

week of resident outloor education at some time while in school,

this should be made known and this information distributed on-a

broad base to school boards and administrators with encourage-

ment to develop similar programs as a component of each

districtts total educational effort.

a if the above recommendation (No. 9) is valid) Northern Illinois
Uaiversity, through its Departnent of Outdoor Teacher Education

shotld help to provide advisory assistance to school personhel

in developing and adainistering these programs.



APPENDIXA

PARENT RESPONSES TO l'HE ITEM:

Addition1 Comments Dealing With What You Believe Your Child

Gained During His Week at The Outdoor School

Rockford Parent Responses

Taft Parent Responses
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ADDITIONAL OOMMENTS PROVIDED BY ROCKFORD PARENTS

The exferience helped her to be more independent.

He enjoyed the experience very much. (26)

It helped him to learn to get along with other people and be disciplined

by someone else, rather than a parent in a 24 hour living situation. (3)

Being made responsible for certain assigned tasks helped him

He was very impressed with the "field math, cook outs and experimente

with foods.

Found out learning can be mixed with fun. (2

He enjoyed the study of weather very much.

Living with many others in his age group was beneficial. Ho realized

hug a faw can spoil things for a group. (3)

Enjoyed being treated as an "almost adult."

She was surprised haw other children from other areas value material

property, such as bathroom, books, and other people's belongings.

It gave her a picture of other income brackets.

Our child gained a much more positive attitude in her preparation

ana general outlook. She was very eager to learn all that wns

to be learned and experienced.

She learned that the outdoors is fun and a wonderful place to share

with others, Her whole outlook definitely has improved.

Gave hers. better understanding of what God has given us and we shoUld

appreciate the works of God instead of material things.

A deeper appreciation and understanding of conservation.

It is merely an experionco I do not think it equals a week in the classroom

Enjoyed living away from home for a period of time with friends in an

unusual educational setting. (3)

The experience of young people being together is helpfill in the relaxed

manner of an outdoor classroom. (2)

Learned -to share in the responsIbilIty of table setting and dorm cleaning et

04)
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ADDITIONAL CONMENTS BY ROCKFORD PARENTS (Continued)

Nothi g$ all the items listed above are normal behavior in our home.

We do not feel that in five days you can give a child self-confidence
or good manners -- rather it is a long term thing done in the home.

With the Rockford school system operating at a 3 million doll',/* deficit
I think this camp is a frill that should be discontinued.

It is always good for a child to learn to get along away from his family.

Got to know his classmates much bette (3)

Learned better table manners. (2)

My child gained in self-discipline during her week at Atwood.

Appreciates and identifies more with nature and its wonders. 3

Was greatly impressed wiuh the knowledge learned with a great "excitement"
and enjoyment.

Gained a relationship with teachers and students outside the isual
regimented classroom atmosphere.
enjoy each other and nature. (2)

They were more free to rL ax and

She learned a lot of things that an inexperienced person could not tell her
about.

It gave him a chance to participate and cooperate in something other than
with Seat friends, relatives, or their own groups and clubs.

Learned that it was necessary to work together and pitch in and help to
to get things done. (3)

Made new friends.

Enjoyed living with her te-_chers and classmates.

Loved boing outdoors,

Benefited from being free from the normal classroom competition.

He gained a tremendous amount of respect, mannerism, sharing, and the
ability to help others, too. Learned how important it is to be
physiPally fit.

He is mach more aware of other .Audents feelings after living clos§
together for the week., (2)

66
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A ITiONAL COMMENTS BY ROCKFORD PARENTS ntinued)

a greaber knowledge of the outdoors.

Learned that discipline is important in thfs type of situation.

A large amount of self conf donee and general enthusiasm for the school
programc

A senso of recponsibiiity and maLurity.

Made him aware of other living things,

An appre iation of bh-) foods served at home.

An awareness of other people s trip exper1enceo .

Found that being away from home wan! t as bad as she thought It weuld bo

She wns further stimulated in the areas of science and hobbJes

Being the youngest child among six, she gained from learning that everyone
has chores and responsibilities.

Living away from home and all being treated as equal is excellent.

It is hard to see change in only one week.

Our child now appreciates her home situation better and sees her classmates
in a different light.

She unIerstands people better through living. working and playing with them.

ltrchild gained an apireciation of history, and a skill at using the compass.

A most rewataing experience that gave him more confidence in himself and
more concern for his fellow beings.

Jtist by participating he was given experiences he will remember favorably
eor all his life.

7t was gpod for my child to get away from his normal environment0 I feel
he appreciates home more now oven if it isnit a real visible change.

adjusted very well, whlch pleased us because she is very immature and
she:_bored by us.



ADDITIONAL COVY1N1S PROVIDED BY ROCKFO PARENTS ontinued)

Learned how to get along with other children from other environments.

She felt badly that the teachers did not want to spend the night with

them, which changed her attitude a little,

Learned to appreciate things

It was a different kind of school and she seemed to be interested in

Learning things there more,

A good attitude toward different types of teachers was gained.1

I don't think it increased her interest in the ont-of-doors bec use what

they learned could have been learned inside the classroom.

Overcame his fea2 of going.

Was able to aee hag other children behaved together for a long period

of time, not just the six hour they are in school,

Appreciated having a blind person evaluate the trial they- made for

blind people.
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS PROVIDED BY TAFT PARENTS

He enjoyed his week very much. (14)

It was just n chance to be away from home and school, rules and work.

Our child's knowledge of science increased.

He gained a sincere appreciation of out-deo... eriences.(2)

She learned a great deal about nature and haw to use various instruments
dealing with weather etc. (2).

He had a much greater understanding of how serious wmter pollution really is.

My child had very good relations with interesting and exciting teachers.(5)

Learned how to get along with different groups of people. (4)

My daughter learned many things, while enjoying her teachers very much,
which makes us all appreciate her first camp experience. (2).

His interest in nature increased. Learning to work together in a group
on different pro ects gave him greater zelf confidence.

This gave him an opportunity to be responsible for himself without
parental watch_ing. (2)

It's difficult to determine exactly and to what degree knowledge and
attitudes were affected. The anticipatiOn and fund raising activities
were probably of value.

He is more self confident and more interested in his work at school.

He learned to identify birds, how to call and band them, etc. Under-
stands more about the outdoors.

I believe he learned that educational growth is more than sitting in a
classroom with books. He has learned to be alert while out of doors.
And that "Mother Nature" hes so much to teach Us if only-we pay a
little attention to her.

I feel that he has learned more than being in school all year. His attitude
is much better in school than before.

He learned some of the history of the orly inhabitants and settlers
of this part of the country.
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ADDITIONAL CONTS PROVIDED BY TAFT PARENTS (Continued)

She gained more self confidence from being away from home. (4)

Learned more about the Rock river country and its history by being there,
than a book could have taught.

Very close friendships were made, and a better understanding of nature
wan gained.

It did my child sore good just to get away for a few days with good
supervision: and friends,

It provided many opportunities for children they don't get in a regular
cl as s room,

Helped him realize the great need to pwseme and care for these wooded
areas, animals, birds and all for people to sea and enjoy,

She learned much more about the kl_ds in her class and found that the
restless boys were "fine" out of doors.

He gained more independence from being away from home (4)

Learned that school work aad fun can go together.

He gained batter understanding of school and the teacher. He under-
stands girls better too.

She learned that teachers can also be friends and those friendohins can

he enjoyed very much the counselors help and companionship. (2)

He gained a greater love of the out-of-doors.

She learned more when it was fun and adventuresome like this experience.

Spend more time outside - his teachers weren't active enough, they
Spent too much time indoors.

Learned more in the way of caring for himself.

Gained a better appreciation of his home and parents.

He seemed to enjoy the social activities, howeve
"gain."

The experience broademed his outlook
and friends and life in general.
Mom and Pad are not tile only ones
eibilities and rights.

I notice no permanent

grow.

on his teachers, strangers, classmates
It was to his advantage te learn that
with rules, reNUlations, respon-

My son gained a better understanding of ecology,
with a group and being grown-up away from home

7 0

d how to live together
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ADDITIONAL COPMNTS PROVIDED BY TAFT PARENTS (C -A:armed)

Felt he be ame more aware of social contact outside the home in a more

prolonged period than normally experienced, Outdoor life was enhanc-

by the program and new set of values and viewpoint certainly was a

plus in Ks childhood that whill remain with him always.

He seemed quite impressed with the fact that a Mr. Uno from Japan was

there. This was a great experience for him in the area of communication.

He benefited from his stay, both sodally and academically.

He learned to use tools in the craft 8hop0

Gained a little knowledge of tldlife Re seems to get along better

ulth his friends,

It was great for my daughter
be surrounded in this way
this opportunit3r .

He is now very interested in
should be continued.

She enjoyed very much working with the stu eat teachers.

She enjoyed very ruch working with her classmates in the cut-of-doors.

Values gained were similar to thot3e he gained at Scout camp.

ChilJren behaved better in the outdoor resident program than they did

in the clagsroom; provided a better learning atmsphere, and individual
resmx-roefalness maT increased.

Aroused greater interests in nature such as rooks, trees, and especially

animals Also got interested in other people's personal lives

It was both an educational and enjoyable experi nce for her3 (3)

(aave ber a ohance to know each other better and related to one anoi

through new exVeriences and understanding.

"qui s lot cf fun with his classroom teacher,

Learned many outdoor experiences net taught in the normal classroom.

She was espemially pleased with the raationship she had with her teachers,(4)

Gained better understanding of her surroundings and learned to accept

reermsibilityh.

to experience the "feel", " ell", and just

by nature,. So many children today do not get

pollution end I think the pr gram a finitely

She gained more knowledge of thaplant life and out-of-doors in genera.

71
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ADDIT1OMAL COMMITS PROVIDED BY TAFT PARENTS (Continued)

Sho enjoyed the student teachers and gained the nature study she would no
have ordinarily have gotten just from the classroom.

Sha learned how tolook out for hers lf. (2)

She made a lot of new friends&

He learned how to pick up aft r himself,

She discovered that learning isn't limited to five hours in the classroom.

She learned to live with other children of her awn age to share, and
discipline from her teachers.

The week away from home doesn't aee ed to have changed my child much but

he enjoyed it.

Her interests in animals and birds has increased.

She learned especially to have fun with her teachers as friends.

My child has had an excellent start in much af the material covered in
her school classes.

Got much of the individual attention ha needs very much. Found that
leaTning bhings can be fun too.

Gained the social adequacy not gained in a classroom atmosphere.

Gained a. love of nature and outside activities

Has become more Independent. (2)

Learned to be more res pans ible.

He was exposed to nany areas of science ho was unfamiliar with.

An appreciation of nature that cannot come fram books

Gained from a sharing of experiences and living together in the dormitory.

The experience provided personal benefits social benefits, and academic growth

Learned how to abare sleeping, shower and bath facilities with others.

Is more concerned about pollution and more appreciative of the outdoors

Learned more about the wolId of nature and about people

Uraig great for him to be able to attend a college atmosphere ar.d learn haw
important conservation really is.

Certainly gained awareness of his total environment n t stressed before.



APPENDIX

PARENT RESPONSES TO THE ITEM:

Your Suggestions For Improving or Changing the Program
In Which Your Child Participated

Rockford Parent Responses

Taft Parent Responses
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SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVEMENT PROVIDED BY ROCICFORD PARENTS

Special education children should be sent before normml children because
they got more aut of it.

The children should be prmitted to follow the schedule they prepare in
class as much as possible, My child's class's schedule was changed
considerably when they got to Atwood.

An improvement in scholastic content Is needed - but perhaps the main
emphasis is on living with thetr peers,

The program is well planned the way it is ('S)

Parents who can afford the expenses should pay-unless the school system
can fully support it but children fremlower economic situations should
not be denied the experience.

PO sibly the program should he run only in months when the weather allows
assurance of reaching the potential of the program, (6)

My daughter didn't like a lot of the food, and this ls unusual.

The cost should ba leveled out to one income so everyone could goe

More time allotted for schools and int rested pare ts,

Need a nauevaluation sheet -- all the questions lead us and off'rB
no chance to a veal respon3e.

The program should be run a whole w eke My daughter only had two days of
this fine program. (2)

It should bo en an all or nothing basis - If all the class can't go, then
no one should ge.

Should be continued! (11)

Better ventilation in the dorms - fans should not blow directly on -Am ohildrer
Make it possible for all children to attend. (22)

Better meals even if the parents have to pay for thGm.

Better supervision - the child that bit my child shotld not have been
permitted to attend the entire week.

Less costly te parents so more children can go. (4)

More follow-up when they get back t- sch 01.

74
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SUCGESTIONS FOR TMPRDVEMENT PROVIDED BY ROCKFORD PARE _n inued)

More definj e group projects - maybe the children could divide up bef re
getting to the camp as to what project they would like to work cn.

The program should totally be fuided by our educational taxes BQ tha
all children can attend.

The parents should go see the camp before the child goes
type of education,

could be imprev d upon,.

Perhaps 630 would be a more realistic awak ling Ams.

tote this

If the child should want to call home he snould be aglowed to do so.

They should do more things together rather than in their sRall

Have more art and other things to do in tbeir free tire.

They should all have the chance to cook one meal with classmates%

There should be more food%

groups.

Building should be ecolpped with a place for the children to dry their
clothing in the winter months.

The leaders shculd insist that the children write home as part of English
nd grammar class .

HdVe the s-Eudent attend more than once, at differe seasons of the year.

Perhaps some type of preparatory course for regular classroom teachers
would be helpful

Maybe the. PIt could help with the finances so the parents don't got tired
of these. selling projects.

The eftilloiren should earn part of the money required for the trip by selling
candy, ahristlies cards or other such items. This would tive them a
lAsson iu Selling plus the responsibility of saving Money.

Mhke-it available for 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th graders.

PeYhavs Local agencies could help out in the cost for needy families.
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SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVEMENT PRUV1DED BY ROCKFORD PARENTS n in d)

feel that every child should have a week a year at the outdoor school to
supplement his indoor school work. The food seemed to be the only
complatnt.

Perhaps an earlier bedtime for 4th and 5th graders is needed.

Possible mistakes in table manners should be brought up to a child alone
and not in front of all the other children at the dinner table.

In instances where the parents cannot afford to foot the bill, the tax-
payers should pick up the tab oo no dhild is denied this valuable
experience.

Increase the length of the evening activities.

Rockford schools should be assured of reservations before any other schools.

think It Was the most worthwhile educational experience a child can have.

More supervision so things do not get stolen.

Inform the parents about what the program consists of and what the
children would be accomplishing during their week at the outdoor center.

Too much hiking is dane.

They should stay longer than 2 2)

Continue into middle schodls.

Would be great if there could be a follow up week for the dildren only
at a different time of year.

Stricter discipline of the chIldren who mIsbehave.

Keep to basic meals Children of this age do not like nnew" foods.

More smiles needed -- less serious counselors less formal meals.
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SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVEMENT PROVIDED BY TAFT PARENTS

Enlarge it so more children can anjoy and benefit from your work. (3)

It is just great the way it i s, Continu it4 (27)

It would have been better had the children gone in early Fall or in
the Springs rather than winter months (6)

It would be better to make meals that the majority of children would eat.
Also a bedtime snack waS promised and was not given te the children.-
Those who do not like supper should have the opportunity to eat some-
thing later before going to bed.

Perhapa more discipline in regards to getting to sleep. (4)

Make it available so that each year, all students can spend a week nt
an establishment like Lorado Taft Field Campus,

Make it available to more children. (6)

Whew two different sdhools are in attendance at the Same time, there
should be more activities that they do together, so they learn how to
get along with others and how to make new friends.

It's a good idea for the students to have projects which raise the money
for food and lodging to make it easier on both the school and parentS.

More hot water for showers.

Maybe yaa should ask the teachers this question.

To let the children that can't afford it to be sent by the vchool.

Tha program shoald.be extended to at least a week so the children do
not spend a large part of the tine travelling to and from.

Have them go to bed earlier.

Should allow more Allan one dollar spending money and let the child keep
it to spend the way Ira determines.

More 5.terest is needed cn the Tart of student teachers.

Less anphasis on the "average The speech made_to the parents
initiating the program shadid, not be So concentrated on "haw good the
food is," this is not what is most important:to the,parents.

Better oanagenent is needed with theLr personal dlothing so that things
do not get lost.



SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPRO T PROVIDED BY TAFT PARENTS (Continued)

Make the food hotter,

Panty raids on sixth grade girls is bad; possibly m
needed,

discipline s

Would have preferred more outdoor activities rather than scheduled
games.

I don't think the parents should be demanded to pay $25.00 for a L.
day trip.

I don't think the children should be allowed out during an electrical
storm. Mine was,

I feel it would be more meaningftl tothe chdld, if.,'through class or
school or home activities, he earned his own way to the_ pyogxam.
I feel this woUld aid in giving him a sense of self esteem to be
able to leave home on his own merit., and under his own power,

The only negative thing about it was that a few had to miss out on the
experience because there were too-many children who wanted to

More information on ecology and animals.

go.

Wish they could learn more about enviromment and ecology - interdependence
of animals and plants, nature's methods of reproducing energy,
cleansing the air water, etc.

Do not 1-trnit the number attending from
able. to all that wish to attend.

Shoul4 be expanded to a full 6 or more
to the parents. (2)

a particular school, make it avail-

days, even at additional expense

Too muah time was wasted waiting for their counselors to pick them up
before each activity, allowing them only half the time needed to do
things, Too much time in dorm waiting.

It would help if children were allowed to call home once or twice during
the. week.

Mast of my son's pictures were of teachers in bathing suits. He is rather
young for such a strong interest. Perhapa something could be done
about the dress,

More. responsibility sould be given the childx c

More attention to accidents. My child'. aut leg ne ded a tic hes but only
nursed.
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